
DIANA CABLE-KABLE-GAUDRY-TEALE   

OBITUARY - BAPTISED 5-12-1788- DIED 11/3/1854 

From very early times of the colony various First Fleet families have passed down the stories of their family’s 
significant role/s as First Fleeters, often claiming to be the “first” to undertake, contribute to, explore, complete, 
achieve, - in so many aspects of the development of Modern Day Australia.  
The Kable-Holmes Clan also has these claims. One newspaper recorded statement of the claim that “Diana was the 

first White child born in the colony and to reach maturity” is one such story. Currently evidence would suggest 

otherwise, as marriage records exist for births of 1788 born before her and married after her. One in 1810 and the 

other in 1816. 

In pursuit of the evidence of proof to give strong support to this claims JANE VAN WOERKOM used the records 

available through the NSW BDMS, MOLLIE GILLEN-FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA, Ancestry Records and family tree 

information and references to the research of many other KABLE-HOLMES ancestor/descendants and 

contemporaries -Jan 2018). The following is the claim as stared and an account from the records reviewed which 

lend weight to and offer to the claims. NB past research has suggested that ROBERT ROPE lays claim to this status 

having been born 30/10/1788. However further evidence refuting this claim is provided below. 

The claim/s and support thereof: 

• Henry was the first person to set foot on land at Sydney Cove – see at “written words/suggestions of Church 

Minister 1830; Newspaper statements and family yarn per WAL BROADBENT and his “matchbox story”- 

“Wal (GEORGE ESTO] claims that the 150th year celebration match box  cover in his possession has a sketch 

of the ‘SYDNEY COVE” landing party which depicts a member of the “exploring party” not a marine or 

seaman – is the sketch historically correct from an oral report of this event? ”STRONG EVIDENCE-no official 

records including - FAMILY ORAL HISTORY; REV KEANE of PITT TOWN- RE letter of petition on behalf of 

HENRY snr; Newspaper report; Diana Obituary; Conclusion -TRUE with limited reservations. (actual 

documents for all and photos available. See elsewhere on the website - henrykable-susannahholmes.com 

• Henry and Susannah were participants in the first marriage Ceremony marking the register as number 3 of 

the ceremonies-TRUE-actual record 

• Henry and Susannah were successful litigants in the first Civil Law case “which established thee RULE OF 

LAW” and which is enshrined in the Australian Constitution-TRUE-actual record 

• That Henry and Susannah were the only couple from the first marriage ceremony 10 Feb 1788 to produce 

children in the Colony-NOT TRUE-Mary Braund/Bryant and William Bryant had children, but both these 

children died before puberty-TRUE in that no second-generation descendants were produced 

• At her death Diana was the oldest living white born person in the colony -TRUE 

• Further that Henry and Susannah through their daughter Diana, her marriage to William Lyttleton Gaudry 

and subsequently their son William Woodward Gaudry forms the longest continuous line of white born 

descendants from settlement of January 1788. Thus, the oldest family line of white born Australians- JAN 

2018 (according to currently reviewed/known records-Jan 2018) 

The table below and records this information which relates to the claim/s that:  

• Diana Kable/Gaudry/Teale belong to the ’LONGEST LIVING LINE OF WHITE BORN AUSTRALIANS’-both from 

the first marriage/family formed through Henry and Susannah’s marriage 10/2/1788 and through her own 

marriages which occurred on 9/9/1809 (William Gaudry) and 7/4/1818 Windsor-John Teale- and at which 

time she was deemed to be the only white born child from 1788 in the Colony of NSW to reach maturity 

FAMILY CLAIM-that Henry was the first person to set foot on the shore at Sydney Cove 

Windsor Gazette -March 1854-TROVE NLA record 



Friday last, Mrs. Diana Teale, widow of the late Mr. John Teale, miller, of Windsor, died at her residence in 

Macquarie-street. We believe Mrs. Teale was the second white person born, and the first to live to maturity, after 

birth, in the colony since its foundation by Governor Phillip sixty-six years ago, she having been born a few months 

thereafter. We are also informed that Mrs.Teale's father, the late Mr. Joseph*( Henry) Kable, was the first man in the 

party of the above-named Governor to set his foot on shore at Sydney, in the name of the British Government. 

FAMILY CLAIM -RESPONSE- Nick Yardley journalist SUN HERALD/TELEGRAPH-Newspaper article addresses this claim 

and quotes a 4th generation descendant of Owen Cavanough- who in turn refers to an excerpt from genealogist 

Herbert J. Rumsey(1937 record) stating that “Seaman Owen Cavanough of the Sirius , was the first person to set foot 

ashore at Sydney Cove”… HOWEVER this claim is in dispute as the 1854 Windsor Newspaper article/Obituary for 

Diana reports this matter -presumably FAMILY KNOWLEDGE/first hand- Diana being Henry’s daughter and other 

children John Kable (a son living at the same town Windsor-still alive to support this account). This newspaper report 

was written some, 83 years earlier than the Cavanough claim, from the Herbert J. RUMSEY, 1938 statement. (NB 

Herbert Rumsey was born in 1866 and his Genealogy book was not published until 1937/38-The pioneers of Sydney 

Cove / by Herbert J. Rumsey ; with decorations by James Emery [and Elva Jones] NB Owen Cavanough died 1841 -

205 years before Herbert J Rumsey ‘s birth and 97 years before any printed record of the claims in support of this 

claim/statement- while such a claim was made on Henry’s part in 1838-who was alive to attest to it in 1838! 

Further in email correspondence (from an unknown sender) to ZILLAH KABLE (direct descendant of JOHN KABLE b 

1802 and brother of Diana b1788) dated 2/3/2007 … the correspondence refers to a letter found from the REV 

KEANE written 18/6/1838 in which Rev Keane petitions “for the early release of John Kable from gaol…. [stating]… if 

the Governor will permit me as Minister of the Parish (Pitt Town) to intercede on behalf of his [JOHN KABLE] father 

[Henry KABLE] who is now 74 and living near me [Pitt Town] … and who was one of the First Fleet with Governor 

Phillip and one of the exploring party from Botany Bay to Port Jackson” … sender comments … “I think this is good 

evidence [from a time when HENRY WAS STILL ALIVE] that Mr Keane had it [on good evidence] from Henry KABLE 

himself, that he had been one of the exploring party and thus “as family oral yarn states-  

HENRY WAS THE FIRST PERSON TO SET FOOT ON LAND AT SYDNEY COVE” 

FAMILY CLAIM- conclusion VERY STRONG EVIDENCE FOR THIS CLAIM-TRUE with limited, reservation. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FAMILY CLAIM-At the time of her death she was the oldest living white person in the colony.  

Mollie Gillen in her book THE FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA (1989), makes the claim that this was surpassed by the birth 

& death of Sarah Eggleton (Eagleton) born on 25/12/1788 and who died in 1886. 

However, NSW BDM records for Sarah Eggleton who died 1886 (Temora) indicate her age at death as 60 years. This 

being the case then this Sarah Eggleton was born as late as 1826 and thus, not Sarah of birth 1788. More importantly 

a records exists which to me indicates that Sarah E. born Dec 1788 died in 1799 under the name MARY EGGLETON- 

BDM record: 

EGGLETON MARY 1465/1799 V17991465 2A. AND THAT THERE WERE many or other children recorded as belonging 

to EGGLETON parents at that time questions this claim of GILLEN- see records below: 

ALL NSW BDM for EGGLETON BIRTHS 1788-1830 & ANCESTRY RECORDS 1788-1830 which total @ 14 Eggleton 

children births between 1788-1840 AND 4 Eggleton (male & 1 female marriages) 1788-1840. None “fits the bill” of 

the Mollie Gillen published records (if all BDM correctly recorded and no Church records are outstanding) 

CONCLUSION-CLAIM POSITIVELY SUPPORTED-I believe this claim is well supported in the records 
consulted/reviewed 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



FAMILY CLAIMS -   
Searching the TROVE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER DATABASE… many headlines make claims such as  

A Very Australian Family FOUR GENERATIONS SINCE 1788 | First White Boy Born in Australia 
Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW : 1882 - 1962) Thursday 11 April 1957 p 5 Article 

... founded the colony in 1788. FIRST WHITE CHILD That Mr. Rope had a son, Robert Rope, who was born on 

... November 3, 1786, in Wynwood Square Baracks, and 

was the first white male child born inAustralia. The ... 358 words-Tagged as: Elizabeth Pulley, Toby 

Ryan, Anthony Rope        OR  

 
FIRST WHITE GIRL. TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954) Friday 4 March 1938 p 7 Article 

... FIRST WHITE GIRL. TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. Sir,-In the second leader in to-day 's "Herald ... was 

the first white girl born in Australia, her father being a sergeant in the Sirius. So far as I ... 232 words-

Tagged as: First Baby, Rebecca Small-Text last corrected on 27 May 2012 by charlesbradley105 

Rebecca the first child “SMALL” of-John & Mary Parker was born in 1789 – NSW BDM-see below 

Name: Rebecca Small 

Birth Date: 1789 

Birth Place: New South Wales 

Registration Year: 1789 

Registration Place: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 

Father: John Small 

Mother: Mary 

Volume Number: V178970 1A 

 
FAMILY CLAIM-that Henry and Susannah’s descendants form the longest continuous line of white born Australians 

*See attached spreadsheet with information on those 26/31 children born during 1788 and their known fates 

relating to marriages and children produced. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*attachment  

DIANA KABLE-GAUDRY-TEALE 

progenitor of the longest line of white born descendants from the first marriage of the colony in 1788 

and subsequently the first white child to reach maturity 

Family yarns and newspaper reports suggest/state that at the time of her death, Diana Kable/Gaudry/Teale “was the 

oldest white person born in the colony.” According to Mollie Gillen’s record (THE FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA). This 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/101361897?searchTerm=robert%20rope%20first%20white%20child%20born%20in%20the%20colony&searchLimits=l-state=New+South+Wales
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Elizabeth%20Pulley
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Toby%20Ryan
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Toby%20Ryan
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Anthony%20Rope
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/17445894?searchTerm=REBECCA%20SMALL%20FIRST%20WHITE%20CHILD&searchLimits=l-state=New+South+Wales|||l-title=35|||l-category=Article
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=First%20Baby
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/result?l-publictag=Rebecca%20Small
https://trove.nla.gov.au/userProfile?user=user:public:charlesbradley105
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=AusBirthIndex&indiv=try&h=152977749
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=AusBirthIndex&indiv=try&h=302977749


record was surpassed in 1886 when Sarah Eggleton died. The death record for Sarah Eggleton, of Temora 1886, gives 

her age as 60 years… thus this Sarah Baptised 25/12/1788 is not the same SARAH EGGLETON of the death 1886. 

Sarah b1788 is believed to be the MARY EGGLTON who died 1799 BDM- 957/1799 V1799957 4  

Obituaries Australia carries this general report in its publication extracted from The SMH as follows 

Teale, Diana (1788–1854) 

On Friday last, Mrs. Diana Teale, widow of the late Mr. John Teale, miller, of Windsor, died at her residence in 

Macquarie-street. We believe Mrs. Teale was the second white person born, and the first to live to maturity, after 

birth, in the colony since its foundation by Governor Phillip sixty-six years ago, she having been born a few months 

thereafter. We are also informed that Mrs. Teale's father, the late Mr. Joseph* Kable, was the first man in the party 

of the above-named Governor to set his foot on shore at Sydney, in the name of the British Government. *Henry 

Original publication 

Sydney Morning Herald, 17 March 1854, p 3  *Henry 

 

Through reviewing available records from the NSW BDM’s; Ancestry digital records 1787-1788; deaths /marriage 

BDM beyond 1788; reference to Mollie Gillen’s THE FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA -  and these results (below) being 

cross referenced with records from Australian History Researcher (http://www.australianhistoryresearch.info/)  

there is good evidence to support the family claim (as recorded in the above obituary)  

• That Diana was the oldest (known) white person born in the colony of NSW, at the time of her death in 1854.   

• That she was the first white child to reach maturity. 

• That she was the second white born child of the colony, to marry and produce children. (the first 1788 born 

white child married @ 1805/6 and she died 1807 – the child died too) 

• That the marriage 5 marriages of 10 Feb 1788 - Henry and Susannah’s was the only marriage to produce 

children -in NSW. Other FF descendants (Mary Bryan) left the colony.  

• That descendants of Henry and Susannah belong to the oldest line of white born Australians - specifically 

through her children. William Woodward Gaudry, Charles, George L. and Emiline Ann Susannah Gaudry-Wild, 

John Henry Teale, Joseph Thomas Teale and Henry William Teale. 

RECORDS FOR THESE CHILDREN INDICATE THIS AS FOLLOWS: 

REFERENCE – MOLLIE GILLEN THE FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA 

Number of Children born/baptised in 1787 = 13 enroute & @ 4 at anchor 

• Number of Children born/baptised in 1787/88- 26 children 

• Number of children who died before maturity or left the colony – 24 children 

• Unaccounted for – 7 children/adults 

• Known survivors in the colony 

 CLAIM: Diana Kable/Gaudry/Teale Baptised 5 Dec 1788 - d 11 Mar 1854 Windsor-the oldest white person (born in 

the colony) at her death in 1854. Thus from the available records, Diana’s line of descendants comprising Gaudry, 

Teale and those of female descendant marriages, are the oldest continuous family lines in modern Australia – known 

evidence provided as follows:  

  

SURNAME NAME BORN BAP DEATH  



NOTES 

BENTLEY Joshua Jan 1788 
21 Jan 
1788 1790 Sydney Infant 

BELLAMY/DOWNEY Joseph  
Jan/Feb 
1788 

3 Feb 
1788 1788 Sydney Infant 

CREW Mary 
5 Feb 1788 
Sydney 

15 Jun 
1800 
St 
Phillips 

1831Sydney-
unmarried see at aged 
43 yrs BDM 
436/1831 V1831436 
127 
 

daughter of William 
CREW and Mary 
CASSATY 

BACON Elizabeth 
 Jan/Feb 
1788 

10 Feb 
1788 

Left Colony with 
parents 1791 

Parents:Samuel 
(Marine) & Jane 
Bacon 

BAUGHAN James  Mar 1788 
27 Mar 
1788 1788 Sydney Infant 

DALTON/CLEMENT 
Frances 
Hannah April 1788 

20 
April 
1788 1800 Sydney 12 yrs of age 

NASH William 
1788 
Sydney 

25 
May 
1788 19 June 1789 Sydney 

William is most 
likely the first child 
born to free 
parents in NSW. 
Parents: William 
NASH and Maria 
HAYNES 

MUNDY – MUNDAY Elizabeth 
1788 
Sydney 

22 Jun 
1788 

Left the colony aboard 
the Wyndham in April 
1814 

John and Ann 
MUNDY. Peter 
Wilson and 
Elizabeth Munday 
married 1 February 
1807 at St Phillip’s 
Sydney 

CURTIS William 
1788 
Sydney 

20 Jul 
1788 

Left the colony aboard 
HMS Gorgon for 
England in 1791. 

Possible conceived 
aboard the Lady 
Penrhyn.William 
CURTIS, 
Quartermaster and 
Mary BRANHAM, 
Convict 



DAVIS 

Thomas 
William 
Dennis 

1788 
Sydney 

9 Aug 
1788 

Left the colony aboard 
HMS Gorgon for 
England in 1791. 

John and Martha 
DAVIS 

SNAILHAM Thomas 
1788 
Sydney 

31 Aug 
1788 

Unknown-mother left 
the colony in 1798; He 
would have then been 
10? A marriage for a 
Thomas Needham and 
Catherine in 1805?! No 
children recorded for a 
couple/individuals 
with these parent 
names. 

William SNAILHAM 
– SNALEHAM and 
Elizabeth 
NEEDHAM 

GILBORN/GILBOURNE 
William 
Prideaux 

1788 
Sydney 

1 Sept 
1788 

Returned to England 
aboard HMS Gorgon in 
December 1791, died 
1 June 1838, Lambeth, 
London 

Andrew and 
Margaret GILBORN. 
William was aboard 
HMS Sirius when it 
was wrecked 19 
Mar 1790 on 
Norfolk Island 

SANDLING  
Richard 
H(ugh) 

1788 
Sydney 

17 
Sept 
1788 19 Sept 1788 Sydney 

Richard Floan Sailor 
Alexander 1788. 
Mo: Ann Sandlin 
convict Lady 
Penrhyn 

HAYLOCK (SIC-aka 
Laycock) Sarah 

1788 
Sydney 

30 Sep 
1788 

Laycock marr. 1810 

BDM to Richard 

Barton (1st child born 

George 1810) 

Robert HOSBORN 
and Caroline 
LAYLOCK - aka 
Laycock) 

Mitchell William 
9 Oct 1788 
Sydney 

26 Oct 
1788 

TWIN-Returned to 
England in May 1810 
(when the NSW Corps 
was recalled) along 
with his father. 

The first set of 
twins born in the 
colony. William 
Mitchell, Marine 
and Jane Fitzgerald, 
Convict 

Mitchell James 
9 Oct 1788 
Sydney 

26 Oct 
1788 

TWIN-15 Jan 1789 
Sydney 

The first set of 
twins born in the 
colony. William 
Mitchell, Marine 
and Jane Fitzgerald, 
Convict 



ROSSE (ROPE) Robert 

30 Oct 
1788 
Sydney 

2 Nov 
1788 

** at birth registered 
as Robert Rosse 
BDM35/1788 V178835 
1A and is believed to 
have died in 1792 – 
named Robert Rose 
BDM-
259/1792 V1792259 
148 

• Robert 
Rosse/Rose 
was born 
30/10/1788- 
Elizabeth 
Pulley-re 
conception 
most likely at 
sea on board 
Pof W … 
neither 
Anthony or 
Elizabeth 
were on the 
on the same 
ship at any 
one time -
Elizabeth and 
Anthony 
married May 
1788. 

See attached record 
investigation re-claim 
of first white child & 
available records in 
support of death etc. 
below. 

Anthony Rope and 
Elizabeth 
Pulley/Rope 

COWLEY Ann 
1788 
Sydney 

9 Nov 
1788 

10 Apr 1827 St 
Matthews Windsor 

Other names 
GREEN – SEVER – 
TWYFIELD 

BROWNE Thomas 
Nov 1788 
Sydney 

23 Nov 
1788 5 Apr 1789 Sydney 

Thomas and 
Elizabeth BROWN 

GLOSTER Mary (Ann) 
Nov 1788 
Sydney 

30 Nov 
1788 

D 1868 aged 90 yrs 

(more like 80 yrs) see 

at (1788-1868) =BDM 

1289/1868 @ age 90 

yrs Never Married. 

 

Parents Charlotte 
Sprigmore and 
William Gloster. 



CABLE/KABLE Diana/Dinah 
1788 
Sydney 

5 Dec 
1788 

1854 *not a twin 
married William 
Gaudry 1809; her first 
child William W 
Gaudry b1810.  

Henry and 
Susannah CABLE. 
Dinah married 
William Lyttleton 
Gaudry 

CABLE Henry 

17 Feb 
1786 
Norwich 
Gaol 
England 

5 Dec 
1788 

15 May 1852*not a 
twin 

Henry and 
Susannah CABLE 

GEORGE William 
1788 
Sydney 

10 Dec 
1788 

22 Dec 1788 Sydney 

William SODWICK 
and Ann GEORGE. 
Archibald Andrew 
Lodwick, seaman 
Charlotte 1788. 
Ann was a convict 
Lady Penrhyn 1788. 
Ann later was with 
Augustus Alt 

EGGLETON 

Sarah (aka 
Elizabeth? 
Marr 1811) 

 
 
25 Dec 
1788 
Sydney 
 

25 Dec 
1788 

Sarah Eggleton was 

baptized 25 Dec 1788-

she is believed to be 

the child Mary (Sarah) 

Eggleton who died in 

1799 BDM  

957/1799 V1799957 

4– a sister Sarah 

Eggleton was born in 

1802 and died in 1886 

Temora- not the oldest 

FF’er as Temora Sarah 

died 1886 has a given 

age as 60 years. Thus 

1802 Sarah marr. 

BDM- 

EGGLETON SARAH-

9935/1886 AGE 60 

YEARS DIED TEMORA 

TEMORA; B 1802 D 

1860-see record 

below* 

Or d as FRAZIER 

William EGGLETON 
and Mary 
DICKENSON. 

BAKER Elizabeth 
25 Dec 
1788 

1 Jan 
1789 

Married William 
Powell 1816 -Last 
record 1831-Marr. 

William BAKER and 
Susannah HUFNELL. 
Other names 



Sydney 
Cove 

1816 post birth of 
Diana’s 1st child) 

HUFNELL – HOZIER 
– HAYES 

 

*Sarah Eggleton 

BIRTH DATE: 1802 

BIRTH PLACE: New South Wales 

REGISTRATION YEAR: 1802 

REGISTRATION PLACE: Sydney, New South Wales, 
Australia 

VOLUME NUMBER: V180242 4 

 

SARAH EGGLETON DIED 1886 (FF’er Baptised 25 Dec 1788? Died 1886?) see at record 

EGGLETON SARAH 9935/1886 AGE 60 YEARS DIED TEMORA TEMORA 
 
 
FAMILY CLAIM- conclusion that following a review of the currently known records - TRUE 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE CASE OF ROBERT ROPE AND THE CLAIM TO LONGEST LINE OF DESCENDANTS 
 
Review of records to examine and refute/confirm this claim: 
 
A lengthy research/review process to gather records relating to birth/death and marriages of the COLONY OF NSW 
for the first year being 1788. Then marriages and deaths from other years were reviewed to establish that the 
claim/s were (in) correct – thus no right to the claim made. 
 
In compiling the result information from Mollie Gillen’s, book FOUNDERS OF AUSTRALIA -A Biographical Dictionary 
was very helpful along with other records and sources of NSW BDM, Ancestry trees and oral family history. 
 
Research/review/searches commenced in 2014 and continued in a slow manner to a conclusion point Jan. 2018. 
 
The results of this research is detailed in the below spreadsheet format with the record relating to ROBERT ROPE B 
30/10/1788 (creating some difficulties) being explored in greater detail - with several theories proposed in relation to 
the claims that 
 

• Robert went to Tasmania by 1816. He is said to have drowned during a whaling trip in 1835-had no 
descendant-see at Ancestry record - ilea1_1 originally shared this on 07 Dec 2009 

• LINKED TO 

• Robert Rope was born 30/10/1788 and Baptised as Robert Rosse. In 1792 a record for a death of a Robert 
Rose exists. From 1788 – 1792 no other records for a Robert Rose/Rope exist. Thus, Robert Rosse/Rose was 
born 1788 and died 1792 

• That “Robert Rope” was in fact John “Robert” Rope b1795 who married Esther Mary Gambol in 1812 and 
had two? Children with her before going “sealing” … and went on to Tasmania, where he drowned in 1835.  
 

Further to ROBERT ROPE 
 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/connect/Profile/00a1d9d0-0003-0000-0000-000000000000


The below information (especially the SAG Newspaper record – tends to strongly discount the claim that ROBERT 
ROPE/ROSSE b1788 was the person who married ESTHER MARY GAMBOL in 1812. My hunch is that 
JOHN(ROBERT)ROPE who was born in 1795 and married 1812 @ age 18/19 years to GAMBOL is the ROBERT ROPE 
referred to. 
 
RE ROBERT ROPE - Robert b 1788 (and drowned 1835 - no-descendants) or is it John “Robert” b1795? 
 
See at ROPE-PULLEY ASSOCIATION RECORDS-Rosemary Rope http://www.ropepulley.org/index_files/Robert.htm 
Robert Rope had a very interesting young life and then disappeared from the records after going on a whaling trip. 
His final resting place is a mystery.(SEE ANCESTRY FAMILY TREE RECORD FROM RECENT UPDATE @ death 1835 
Tasmania - below) 
Robert was born in Sydney Cove in October 1788 (SEE SAG NEWSPAPER RECORD-I believe he died in 1792 – see 
below). He was accused of murder after shooting a man in Windsor in 1808. He was acquitted of this crime. He 
married Esther Mary Gamble on 9 March 1812 at St Matthews, Windsor. They (I believe brother John ROBERT Rope 
(b1795) & Mary Gambol) had 2 children as per the muster in 1814. The next record found for him shows him in a 
Tasmanian muster in 1816. 
 
Esther Mary GAMBOL was born c1797 (see record below b 1792), in England. Sentenced to death and then reprieved 
for stealing lace, she arrived on the "Friends" ship on 10 Oct 1811.  
After Robert disappeared she mothered 2 girls to John Bevan in 1822 and 1824, she was then known as Mary ROPE. 
After her death, her daughters were put into the Orphan Institute at Parramatta.  
She died as Mary Rope in April 1825, at Parramatta. 
 

A Very Australian 
Family 
FOUR GENERATIONS 
SINCE 1788 

First White Boy Born 

in Australia 

1788. 

FIRST WHITE CHILD 

That Mr. Rope had a son, 

Robert Rope, who was born on 

November 3, 1786, in Wynwood 

Square Baracks, and was the 

first white male child born in 

Australia. 

The father received a grant 

"for this great event" (states an 

old newspaper article which is in 

the possession of Mr. Harry Dol 

lin) and settled at Ropes Creek, 

"near Penrith". 

This son, Robert Rope, was 

drowned when he was 18 years 
of age, with three others, when 
on a sailing trip to Tasmania, 
and had no descendant. 

 

• Nepean Times (Penrith, NSW : 1882 - 1962)  
•  Thu 11 Apr 1957  
•  Page 5  
•  A Very Australian Family 

 
 
ROBERT ROPE (ROSSE?) and FIRST WHITE CHILD CLAIM see at SAG reply -Mary Yeo 
 

http://www.ropepulley.org/index_files/Robert.htm
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/101361897?searchTerm=robert%20rope%20first%20white%20child%20born%20in%20the%20colony&searchLimits=
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/101361897?searchTerm=robert%20rope%20first%20white%20child%20born%20in%20the%20colony&searchLimits=
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/101361897?searchTerm=robert%20rope%20first%20white%20child%20born%20in%20the%20colony&searchLimits=
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/101361897?searchTerm=robert%20rope%20first%20white%20child%20born%20in%20the%20colony&searchLimits=


 

 
BIRTH RECORD ROBERT ROPE/ROSSE 

 
         BIRTH 
FOR ALL ROBERT ROPE’S 1788-1831 



 
 

MY COMMENT - Robert Rosse (son of Anthony & Elizabeth-I believe died in 1792 as Robert Rose) and that their 

other child JOHN born 1795 -JOHN (possible “ROBERT”) ROPE is the Robert Rope identified as marrying in 1812 

to Mary Gambol and that one of any of the 1795, 1798 or 1802 ROPE BOYS are the one who is recorded in the 

family tree as as dying in Tasmania in 1835. Given the age AND DATES OF BIRTH CONCERNED- I am inclined to 

think (ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF THE ABOVE SAG Newspaper entry) that JOHN ROPE B1795 married in 1812 and 

“jumped ship in TASMANIA dying 1835  - …  

 
DEATH FOR ROBERT ROSE/ROSSE/ROPE?  
THE NSW BDM LISTS A ROBERT ROSE AS DYING IN 1792… AS NOT ROBERT ROSE IS LISTED IN THE SECOND FLEET 
ARRIVALS 1790 AND NO ROBERT ROSE IS LISTED AS ARRIVING IN THE FIRST FLEET 1788… THE ONLY 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE NAME ROBERT ROSE TO OCCUR IS THROUGH A BIRTH IN THE COLONY OF NSW 1788-
1792. 
 

 
 



MY COMMENT - FURTHER AS THERE ARE NO BIRTHS FOR A ROBERT ROSE 1788-1792 OR  ARRIVALS AS FIRST 
FLEETERS  OR SECOND FLEETERS (SEE BELOW) THEN ROBERT ROSSE (PARENTS ANTHONY AND ELIZABETH) is 
most likely this child born 1788 and died 1792!  
 
AND FOR ALL ANTHONY & ELZABETH ROPE CHILDREN BORN UNTIL 1812 
 

 
 
 DEATH RECORDS RE – ROSSE/ROSE = to 1820 
 
ROSE JOHN 
253/1792 V1792253 148 

 
Unavailable 
 ROSE ROBERT 
259/1792 V1792259 148 
 
Born 30/10/1788 CHRISTENED 2/11/1788 Died TASMANIA 1835 - registration name – ROBERT ROSSE see at – 
(maybe b 1795 as John and known as ROBERT?) 
 

Whitton_Fry 
Public 
Public Member 
Tree  
1 attached 
record, 2 
sources   

Robert Rope 
Birth:  30 Oct 1788 DIED 1792? As Robert Rose 
Death:  1835 - Tasmania, Australia IS JOHN ROBERT B 
1795 ?                         Marriage:  09 Dec 1812 (9 Dec 
1812) - Windsor, New South Wales, Australia 
Spouse:  Esther Mary Gambel 

 

F:  Anthony Rope 
  
M:  Elizabeth Pulley 

 

 
 
MY COMMENT-CENSUS 1816 child John of “Robert” Rope born 1816 (see aged nine) I believe this is the child of 
John (ROBERT) born 1795 and Esther Mary Gambol and that JOHN aka” Robert” Rope went sealing and died in 
Tasmania in 1835-child of “ROBERT” aged of son of whom? 
 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/36917098/person/19782616440?ssrc=
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/36917098/person/19782616440?ssrc=


 
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/36917098/person/19782616440/facts 
 
  

Name: Robert Rosse (ROPE) 

Birth Date: 1788 

Birth Place: New South Wales 

Registration Year: 1788 

Registration Place: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 

Father: Anthony Rosse 

Mother: Elizabeth 

Volume Number: V178835 IA 

DIED 1792 as ROBERT ROSSE see above 
See below Esther Mary Gambol birth record England 
 
WIFE MARRIED IN 1812 IS I believe child born 1795 named JOHN (AKA ROBERT) ROPE 
 

Name: Esther Mary Gambol 

Gender: Female 

Birth Date: 30 Nov 1792 

Baptism Date: 7 Jul 1793 

Baptism Place: Saint 

James,Paddington,London,England 

https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=AusBirthIndex&indiv=try&h=152925638
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=AusBirthIndex&indiv=try&h=302925638


Father: John Gambol 

Mother: Ann 

FHL Film Number: 579296 

 
MY COMMENT-THUS FOR ALL THE MARRIGES ROPE THE FLLOING SUGGEST THAT IN THE CLAIM IF MR WILLIAM 
TOPE RE 1ST WHITE CHILD BORN … AND A DESCENDANT FROM ROBERT BORN 1788 – THAT HE MAY BE A 
DESCENDAT OF “ROBRT” BUT NOT ROBERT FROM 1788 
   
SEE AT MARRIAGES – 1788- 
 

 
 
 
MY CURRENT SO FOR A CHILD WILLIAM BORN OF ROBERT … that can in fact be true but the “ROBERT ROPE” is 
more likely to be a Robert born  1817 and son of JOHN  b 1798 see below records 
For William son of ROBERT and Robert son of  
 

https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=FS1EnglandBirthsandChristenings&indiv=try&h=156273786
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=5544&db=FS1EnglandBirthsandChristenings&indiv=try&h=156273785


 
 
And records for all ROBERT ROPES born 1788-1917 
 

 
 

MY COMMENT- further only one death of a child of ANTHONY AND ELIZABETH IS RECORDED IN NSW BDM – see 

at GEORGE at Penrith  - @  BDM NO. 12254/1889  

AND ALL MARRIAGES FOR ROPE named males- from 1788 to 1890 - where WILLIAM of ORANGE as per 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE is quoted - are as follows 

 

 

 



 

  

MY COMMENT-SO IT WOULD SEEM re SAG article – that William Rope born of Robert is correct … but which 

Robert? I say not of the Robert from 1788 … but more likely Robert from 1817 or 1828 or 1831. 

Further it is highly unlikely that Robert born 1788 as ROSSE-parents = Anthony and Elizabeth … in fact died in 

1792 as ROBERT ROSE … as no other record exists for a Robert Rope or a Robert Rose or a Robert Rosse from 

this time EITHER AS FIRST OR SECOND FLEETERS … I maintain the hypothesis that Robert Rope 1788 died 1792 

and John ROPE b 1795 Is the Robert married 1812 and goes sealing and dies in Tasmania in 1835.  

That Robert born 1802 marries in 1845 Mary Simpson; and other including Robert who marries Hannah Jane in 

1855 at Mudgee is the father of William b 1855 and who marries in 1879 and is thus the reference in the SAG 

article as above. 

Thus “MY” claim that Diana is the 16th Baptism (white child) registered in the colony - registration of her and 

Henry jnr as below @ No 40.  En route from Portsmouth to Sydney Cove 13 children were born several more at 



anchor (3) and then 4 girls and 14 boys born before ROBERT ROPE 30/10/1788. Henry jnr and Susannah were 

Baptised 5/12/1788 and three more births from 1788 are registered after theirs including ???? 

Further Diana’s burial certificate death 11/3/1854 burial 13/3/1854 gives her age as 65 years. That she was 

married with licence for Henry approval being a minor in September 1809 it is most likely she was born between 

September and December 1788 and more likely that was about Dec 5th. 

 

 

NB bellbrook561 

bellbrook561 originally shared this on 30 Oct 2009 
… ETC & … 

Death of John TEALE, in Windsor, NSW, Australia. 

11th Mar 1854 

Died in Macquarie St, Windsor, NSW, Australia. 

13th Mar 1854 

Buried in St. Mathews C/E, Windsor, NSW, Australia. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------FAMILY CLAIM-Diana/Dinah/Dianna, was the lst white child born 

in Australia to grow to maturity – see also at historical NSW BDM RECORDS & Ancestry.com searches-re all 

children born in the Colony of NSW -1788 and known outcomes post their births AND THAT  through her HENRY 

& SUSANNAH’S DESCENDANTS, belong to the longest continuous line of white born Australians – thus the oldest 

family of AUSTRALIA!-Conclusion-HIGHLY LIKELY TO BE A TRUE CLAIM 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/connect/Profile/01547757-0002-0000-0000-000000000000
https://www.ancestry.com.au/connect/Profile/01547757-0002-0000-0000-000000000000


 


